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98 min — fiction - Finland 2017 | 35 mm/2K DCP - 1:1.85 — colour — Dolby SRD
Spoken languages: Finnish, English, Arabic | Original title: TOIVON TUOLLA PUOLEN |
German title: DIE ANDERE SEITE DER HOFFNUNG
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SYNOPSIS - WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF AKI KAURISMAKI

Regisseur Aki Kaurisméki (Le Havre, The Man Without a Past) brengt ons een
actueel verhaal over hoop en menselijkheid op zijn eigen onovertroffen en
humoristische wijze.

Khaled (Sherwan Haji), een jonge Syrische vluchteling, belandt in Helsinki. Met
grote hoop op een betere toekomst, probeert hij hier politiek asiel te verkrijgen,
maar moet helaas besluiten in het illegale circuit te duiken. Vijftiger Wikstrom
(Sakari Kuosmanen), zet een punt achter zijn leven als vertegenwoordiger van

heren overhemden en stropdassen. Ook zijn alcoholische vrouw zet hij aan de kant.

Dankzij een winnende partij poker vergaart hij een klein fortuin waarmee hij een

slechtlopend restaurant ergens in een achterafstraatje in Helsinki koopt.
Wikstrom treft Khaled aan op de binnenplaats van zijn restaurant. Na een kort
handgemeen, raken de mannen in gesprek. Wellicht herkent Wikstrom iets van
zichzelf in de gehavende man, want hij besluit Khaled in te huren om voor hem te
komen werken. En daarnaast kan Wikstrém wel een afwasser gebruiken.

De originele stijl van Kaurismaki kenmerkt zich door zijn droge humor, scherpe
dialogen, memorabele muziek en prachtig gecomponeerde beelden. Met deze parel
lijkt de Finse regisseur het hoogtepunt van zijn carriére te hebben bereikt. Voor
THE OTHER SIDE OF HOPE mocht Kaurismaki de Zilveren Beer voor Beste Regie in
ontvangst nemen op het Internationale Film Festival van Berlijn.




With this film, | try to do my best to shatter the European way of only seeing
refugees as either pitiful victims or arrogant economic immigrants invading our
societies merely to steal our jobs, our wives, our homes and our cars.

In European history, the creation and enforcement of stereotypical prejudices carries
a sinister echo. | freely admit that “The Other Side Of Hope” is, to a certain degree, a
so-called tendency film unscrupulously attempting to influence the views and the
opinions of its viewers whilst trying to manipulate their emotions in order to reach
that goal.

Because these efforts will naturally fail what will remain is, | hope, an upright and

slightly melancholy story carried along by humour, but in other ways almost realistic
film about certain human destinies here in this world, today.

Aki Kaurismaki
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PRINCIPAL CAST

Khaled Sherwan Haji

Wikstrom Sakari Kuosmanen
Calamnius llkka Koivula

Nyrhinen Janne Hyytiginen

Mirja Nuppu Koivu

Wife Kaija Pakarinen

Miriam Niroz Haji

Mazdak Simon Hussein Al-Bazoon

ACTORS

Sherwan Haji (born 1985) plays the role of Khaled, a Syrian refugee. Haji, who came
to Finland from Syria in 2010, graduated from Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts in
Damascus in 2008. Haji acted in several TV series in Syria and continued his studies

in Cambridge School of Art — Anglia Ruskin University in 2015, graduating last year
with a Master of Arts degree. Since 2012 Haji has, in addition to acting, also written
and directed several short films and video installations for Lion’s Line, his production
company. This is Haji's first main role in a feature film. The film’s soundtrack also

includes music performed by Haji on saz, a traditional stringed instrument.

In the other lead role, the one of Wikstrom the travelling salesman, we see Sakari
Kuosmanen (born 1956), one of Kaurismaki's favourite actors. With a long career
both as an actor and a musician, Kuosmanen is perhaps best remembered from his
lead role in Kaurismadki's film Juha, as the gruff harbour guard in The Man Without a
Past, and of his role as a doorman in Drifting Clouds. Kuosmanen has also appeared in
the following films directed by Aki Kaurismaki: Calamari Union, Shadows In Paradise,
Leningrad Cowboys Go America and Total Balalaika Show.

The roles of the Golden Pint restaurant staff are manned by Janne Hyytidinen
(Nyrhinen, the cook) and llkka Koivula (Calamnius, the doorman), both familiar from
Kaurismaki’s previous films, and Nuppu Koivu for whom the role of Mirja the waitress
is her first in a feature film. Koivu has previously acted e.g. in the short film Jeanne
d'Arc (2009), directed by Lauri Timonen and produced by Sputnik.

In the role of Mazdak we see Simon Hussein Al-Bazoon, originally from Iraq, who
has since his youth performed with several amateur theatres in Finland, in short films
and ads, taught dance and made dance choreographies. The role of Mazdak is
Al-Bazoon’s first in a feature film.

The film also includes parts played by Kaija Pakarinen, Niroz Haji, Kati Outinen,
Maria Jarvenhelmi, Milka Ahlroth, Sulevi Peltola, Matti Onnismaa, Hannu-
Pekka Bjorkman, Puntti Valtonen, Taneli Makeld, Ville Virtanen, Elina
Knihtila, Elias Westerberg and Tommi Korpela.

Musical numbers are performed by Tuomari Nurmio (both solo and with the Dumari
ja Spuget line-up), Ismo Haavisto, Marko Haavisto ja Poutahaukat, and Harri

Marstio and Antero Jakoila.
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AKI KAURISMAKI

Writer, director,
editor and producer

Films as director:

1981
1983
1985
1986

1987

SAIMAA GESTURE (co-dir. with Mika Kaurismaki)
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
CALAMARI UNION

SHADOWS IN PARADISE

ROCK"Y VI (short)

HAMLET GOES BUSINESS

THRU THE WIRE (short)

RICH LITTLE BITCH (short)

ARIEL

L.A. WOMAN (short)

LENINGRAD COWBOQYS GO AMERICA
DIRTY HANDS (TV film)

THE MATCH FACTORY GIRL

| HIRED A CONTRACT KILLER

LA VIE DE BOHEME

THOSE WERE THE DAYS (short)
THESE BOOTS (short)

TOTAL BALALAIKA SHOW - HELSINKI CONCERT (doc.)
TAKE CARE OF YOUR SCARF, TATJANA
LENINGRAD COWBOYS MEET MOSES
DRIFTING CLOUDS

ALWAYS BE HUMAN (short)

JUHA

DOGS HAVE NO HELL (short)

THE MAN WITHOUT A PAST

BICO (short)

LIGHTS IN THE DUSK

THE FOUNDRY (short)

LE HAVRE

OTASQUEIRO (short)

THE PIEKSAMAKI RAILWAYSTATION BLUES (short)
THE OTHER SIDE OF HOPE
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