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nOrth sea teXas (Noordzee Texas) is bavo defurne’s  
long awaited feature debut which develops the themes 
of his much admired short films on a larger canvas.  
Hugely successful at festivals, bavo defurne’s short films 
had the rare distinction of compilation dVd releases 
around the world by leading independent distributors.  

bavo defurne’s filmmaking is renowned for being beau-
tifully poetic, dream-like examinations of gay love, long-
ing and loss.  critics have noted influences as varied as 
Pierre et Gilles, Herbert List, dreyer and eisenstein.  

For defurne an important part of capturing the poetic 
innocence of his young characters was to cast actors 
of the same age.  In the closing credits of nOrth sea 
teXas bavo defurne dedicates the film to “all the kids 
whose parents wouldn’t let them take part in this 
film”.  It still seems that certain taboos remain even in 
these enlightened times.  

short synopsis: Pim lives with his ex-beauty queen, 
single mother in a small town on the belgian coast.  An 
introverted boy, Pim brightens up his days with drawing 
and dreaming up fantasy lives.  He expresses his emerg-
ing desires through a secret collection of “borrowed” 
objects that he keeps in a shoebox.  

With teenage years comes sexual awareness and he 
now draws and dreams of Gino, the older boy next 
door, his motorcycling hero.  but this first love seems 
likely to end in disappointment. 

Pim’s mother Yvette has dreams of her own. Tired of 
unwanted suitors and bored with small town life, she 
longs to leave everything behind and to see the world.  
Pim and Yvette’s dreams collide when handsome Zoltan 
arrives in town with the fun-fair and becomes their new 
lodger.

mOvIe Fact sheet

TECHNICAL INFORMATION
Original title, noordzee Texas 
English title, north Sea Texas 
Original Language, Dutch 

Duration, 96 minutes  
Original theatrical release format, DCP Jpeg 2000 

Available formats, HD Cam Sr, HD Cam, Pal Digital betacam 
Ratio, 2.35 (cinemascope) 
Sound, Dolby Digital SrD

norTH Sea TeXaS was shot on locations near ostend on  
the belgian north Sea coast from 17th July to 25th august 2010.   

it was shot on High Definition using the red one camera.   
Post production was completed on the 3rd march 2011. 



As a filmmaker I want to touch audiences with beauty, 
I’m not interested in social realism.  Whilst I seek an 
authenticity which lies beneath the surface with my film-
making, the surface itself is a quest for beauty that I feel 
can touch emotionally.  Though this film is set in a social 
and emotional environment that’s mundane and every-
day, I didn’t want to make another gritty realist movie 
about a neglected boy in a grey world.  There’s more 
to life than the everyday world we see around us and I 
think it’s much more exciting to work with contrast.

The colourful visuals and romantic music make this film 
an uplifting viewing experience, and provides a different 
perspective with which to explore the inner world of the 
characters.  It adds the poetry and irony that social real-
ism tends to understate.

The author of the book, André sollie, had seen my 
short films before he wrote his book.  We are kind of 
soulmates, touching the same themes of first love.  We 
are both interested in these precious moments where 
friendship becomes love.  This theme is very present in 
my short films, together with the themes of longing and 
rejection.  but the novel gives hope at the end, whilst my 
short films mostly had quite sad endings. 

With this film I really wanted to make a point by leaving 
out the traditional tragic gay finale.  We have too often 
seen how gay love leads to a life of disappointment, 
violence or even death and I didn’t want to add another 
film to this cycle.  I wanted to show that the life that 
wasn’t possible for the boys from ‘brokeback Mountain’ 
is not beyond everybody’s reach.

The screenplay states “our youth, some decades ago.”   
We wanted to give the film a certain timelessness.  The 
story plays in the world of our youth, whenever this was.   
We looked for ‘retro classics’ rather than pointing out a 
precise date.  I thought this was the perfect background 
for the emotional story that I am telling.  I wanted a bal-
ance between individual connection and universality.

While the visual world of my films is very stylized, I do 
not like stylized acting.  I really wanted the actors to 
be very authentic.  This naturalistic pure approach to 
acting inspired me to really seek the actors of the same 
age of their characters.  We were blessed with young 
actors who have the physical looks of their age and a 
strong connenction with their character.  At the same 
time they were all able to keep a professional distance.  

“I dOn’t Want tO shOW PeOPle What they see When they lOOk Out theIr WIndOWs,  
I Want tO shOW What they can see When they clOse theIr eyes.” 

Introduction by bavo defurne



They were mature enough to understand the complex 
emotional fabric of their characters, yet young enough 
for it to be very believable.

Personally, I feel this is a universal film, a film about love.  
The fact that this love is unrequited is our major theme.  
Whether this love is gay or not, we don’t really make 
a point of it.  This is how I worked with the cast and 
crew. rather than stressing the differences between gay 
and straight, we worked with the similarities.  basically 
love stories have elements of longing, rejection, decep-
tion, passion,... and these emotions were our guides in 
creating the journeys of our characters. The word “gay” 
is never mentioned in the film.  I honestly think that ev-
erybody who has been young and in love will be able 
to connect to the love story of Pim and Gino.  The film 

is sometimes called a gay film because one rarely sees 
a film about two boys falling in love with each other. 
We would never call ‘Titanic’ a straight movie because 
straight love is not rare in cinema.

It also made it more difficult to cast the younger actors. 
For the role of sabrina only 4 girls were auditioned, 
but we had to test more than 200 actors before the 
right Pim and Gino were found.  Most teenage boys are 
afraid of playing a gay character and make a fuss of 
doing things with a boy that would not be problematic if 
their partner were a girl.  Many of the candidates did not 
show up to the auditions.  some parents forbade their 
kids from attending to the auditions.  one actor called 
me, crying.  “My father forbids me to kiss a boy, even if 
it’s only for a movie.”  Finally we found two great actors 

who are professional and cool and very motivated to 
do it.  Their parents support their professional choices, 
which is very valuable at that age.  Jelle (Pim) is training 
as a ballet dancer, Mathias (Gino) sings in a punk rock 
band.  What binds these young guys is that their ability 
to make strong and independent choices in life.

bavo defurne



born in 1971 and a graduate of the st Lukas Art school  
in brussels, artist, photographer and filmmaker bavo  
defurne established himself as an exciting new talent 
with a sequence of critically acclaimed prize winning 
short films, that examine his regular themes of gay love   
and loss, the body and the power of nature and silence.

cAMPFIre (2000) was a climax of bavo defurne’s short 
filmmaking, receiving invitations to screen at major 
festivals and winning several prizes.  It was bought for 
television by leading broadcasters including canal+ in 
France and channel 4 in the Uk.  

bavo defurne has achieved the rare feat of his shorts 
being released in a feature length compilation in cin-
emas and on dVd by leading independent distributors 
around the world, including strand releasing (UsA),  
Mikado (Italy), british Film Institute (Uk), salzgeber 
(Germany) and cinemien (benelux).

bavo defurne’s work has also found its way into art  
galleries.  In addition to its acclaim on the festival cir-
cuit sAINT (1997) is widely regarded as a highly signifi-
cant artistic representation of saint sebastian – a figure 
who has inspired many artworks over centuries.  It has 
shown at exhibitions in the kunsthalle, Vienna and sala 
kubo-kutxa in san sebastian.

2011 sees the release of bavo defurne’s long awaited first  
feature film, NorTH seA TeXAs (Noordzee Texas) which 
advances the themes of his acclaimed short films.  

bavo defurne summarises his filmmaking philosophy as 
follows –, “I don’t want to show people what they see 
when they look out their windows, I want to show 
what they can see when they close their eyes.”

bavo lives in the port city of ostend in belgium, on the 
coastline where NorTH seA TeXAs was made. 

BavO deFurne BIO

FILMOgRApHy & ART pROjECTS

NORTH SEA TEXAS / NOORDZEE TEXAS (feature), 2011
pROTECTION (video art), 2009

CAMpFIRE/ KAMpVUUR (short), 2000 (film four Short film Prize, 
london lesbian & Gay ff, 2000, Special Jury mention & audience 

award, Torino lesbian & Gay ff, 2000, Tv broadcasts include  
Canal+ france and Channel 4, uK)

SAILOR / MATROOS (short), 1998 (Tv broadcasts include  
arTe and rTP Portugal)

SAINT (short), 1996 (Special Jury mention, Hamburg, 1996,  
Tv broadcasts include SbS australia and film4, uK)

pARTICULARLy NOW, IN SpRINg (short), 1995, (Tv broadcasts 
include SbS australia and film4, uK)

LUDODROME (video art), 1993 (audience Highlight, arnhem, 1995)
ROHypNOL (short), 1992
ATLANTIS (short), 1990



nIna marIe kOrtekaas (°1995) 
plays sabrina.  she comes from a film 
industry family, daughter of set designer 
Niek kortekaas and actress Mieke de 
Groote. she studies at the royal Lyceum 
of Antwerp and North sea Texas is her 
feature film debut.

katelIjne damen (°1960) plays Mar-
cella, the mother of Gino and sabrina.   
she has appeared in many stage, film 
and television productions, of which the 
best known internationally include de 
Man Van staal by Vincent bal and Any-
way The Wind blows by Tom barman.

luk Wyns (°1959) who plays etienne 
in North sea Texas, is an actor, writer 
and director with a long list of cred-
its including the films boys and Los by 
Jan Verheyen.  He’s famous in belgium 
for his role in the ratings topping series  
Matryoshka’s.

thOmas cOumans (°1984) who 
plays Zoltan is a regular performer on 
stage and in feature films in France 
and belgium, with his best known roles 
including Les Yeux de sa Mère by  
Thierry klifa and elève Libre by Joachim 
Lafosse.

cast BIOs

jelle FlOrIzOOne (°1995) grew-up 
in ostend, the belgian port city on the 
North sea where NorTH seA TeXAs 
was filmed.  He was one of about 200 
teenage boys who auditioned for the 
part of Pim, and was the immediate 
choice for the filmmakers. Jelle always 
wanted to be an actor and had small 
parts in a youth series on belgian televi-
sion.  NorTH seA TeXAs is his first ap-
pearance on the big screen and a dream 
come through. He studied ballet at the 
royal ballet Academy in Antwerp. Fol-
lowing completion of the film he decided 
to continue this path and to start formal 
training as an actor.

eva van der gucht (°1977) who 
plays Yvette, is well known to television 
audiences in The Netherlands and bel-
gium, having starred in many success-
ful TV productions.  she is best known 
internationally for her well received 
performance in everybody Famous, the 
dominque deruddere film that received 
an oscar nomination for best Foreign 
Film in 2001.

mathIas vergels (°1992) who plays 
Gino, studied at the kunsthumaniora, in 
Antwerp. North sea Texas is his second 
big screen appearance after bo by Hans 
Herbots where he played opposite ella-
June Henrard who plays his girlfriend 
Françoise in North sea Texas.



creW BIOs

yves verBraeken | pRODUCER (pictured)
Yves has worked with bavo defurne for many years. In 
addition to producing he also collaborated with bavo in 
writing the screenplay for NorTH seA TeXAs.  In Febru-
ary 2010 he set up Indeed Films, a production company 
specializing in fiction feature films. In addition to work-
ing with bavo defurne he has nurtured many different 
projects by new young talents.  Following his graduation 
from the brussells Free University where he studied Art 
History, Yves began in the industry working as an art 
director and combined these skills with producing when 
working on bavo’s short films.

antOn mertens, sBc | DIRECTOR OF pHOTOgRApHy
In 2007 Anton Mertens was awarded the “best cin-
ematography Prize” for the short Free AdMIssIoN by 
roberto Gasparini at the cyprus intl. film festival.  He is 
a popular doP that regularly works for television, com-
mercials and video clips.

adrIanO cOmInOttO | COMpOSER
Adriano cominotto, composed the original score 
for North sea Texas.  He worked with Adamo, Alain  
bashung, Arno and Vaya con dios.  For this film, he 
collaborated with the enchanting renée sys who wrote 
lyrics for the song “Paper Wings” and “Wooly clouds”.

andré sOllIe | WRITER ORIgINAL NOVEL 
André sollie wrote the book “Nooit Gaat dit over” (lit-
eral translation “This Is everlasting”) on which NorTH 
seA TeXAs is based.  He studied at the st. Lukas Art 
school in brussels and first worked as an illustrator of 
children’s books and it was through poetry that he first 
made an impact as a writer before becoming a novel-
ist.  In 2008 he received the Flanders cultural Prize for 
his work.

nOrth sea teXas | maIn credIts

cast

jelle Florizoone .................................................Pim 
eva van der gucht ........................................ Yvette 
nina marie kortekaas .................................sabrina 
mathias vergels ..............................................Gino 
katelijne damen ....................................... Marcella 
luk Wyns ..................................................... etienne 
thomas coumans .........................................Zoltan 
Ben van den heuvel ...............................Young Pim 
Patricia goemaere ...................................... simone 
nathan naenen ....................................Young Gino 
noor Ben taouet ...............................Young sabrina 
ella-june henrard .................................... Francoise

creW

director .............................................. bavo defurne 
script ................... bavo defurne and Yves Verbraeken 
Producer ......................................... Yves Verbraeken 
director of Photography .................... Anton Mertens 
sound ................................................Johan somers 
editor ................................................ els Voorspoels 
Production design ..................................kurt rigolle 
art director .............................................Merijn sep 
score .......................................... Adriano cominotto 
First assistant director ......................Joke Pevenage 
make up .....................................Mariel Hoevenaars 
costume .......................................Nathalie Lermytte 
Production company ........................... Indeed Films 
co-production companies ......VrT|één, Mollywood

Adapted from the book  
“nooit gaat dit Over” by André sollie 

Published by eM. Querido’s Uitgeverij Amsterdam



“Bavissimo!... Bavo defurne is probably the best 
kept secret in Belgian cinema... the romance be-
tween Pim and Gino will bring back memories for ev-
erybody who sees this film, memories of first love, the 
first kiss, the first heartache.  North sea Texas, now in 
theatres, soon in your heart.” 
eriK SToCKman, Humo, 15/03/2011

“...everybody must see this film... this warm, generous 
film has something irresistible...”  
PaTriCK DuynSlaeGHer, arTiSTiC DireCTor of THe film feSTival GHenT 
THen CHief eDiTor aT KnaCK foCuS on faCebooK, 16/03/2011

“...one person’s innocence is another’s taboo... the 
film tells its story with a great deal of respect for all of 
its characters and refreshingly leaves behind that so-
often tragic gay finale...” 
liSa braDSHaw, flanDerS ToDay, 16/03/2011
 

“...It’s clear that defurne wanted to create an archetypi-
cal dreamworld, a homely place where nostalgia hasn’t 
been overhauled by reality yet, where the character’s 
dreams have a chance of coming through... North sea 
Texas has been made with a warmth and feeling that’s 
irresistible.” 
Jana oSTyn, DiGG, 23/03/2011
 
“...stylised teenage angst,infused with timeless charm 
and a touch of homo-eroticism...” 
Dave meSTDaGH, KnaCK foCuS, 16/03/2011
 
“North sea Texas is a delicate and finely polished 
coming-of-age story that fully benefits from the perfor-
mance of angelic Jelle Florizoone...” 
lieven Trio, meTro, 16/03/2011

“Jelle Florizoone delivers a star-making debut perfor-
mance…  North sea Texas is a debut feature that com-
bines lyricism and social realism with flair.”
STéPHanie GrofilS, la libre belGique, 16/03/2011

“...at the premiere on monday evening we heard loads 
of positive words for this new flemish film.  “touching” 
was without a doubt the most frequently heard word at 
the reception afterwards...”
DimiTri vanlommel, www.THeToPofmuSiC.be, 17/03/2011

“...In short, we are still daydreaming thanks to this this 
wonderful curiosity...”
Sven De HonDT, www.CuTTinGeDGe.be, 22/03/2011

Press QuOtes



WWW.NorTHseATeXAs.coM


