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Dante’s inferno... but tropical.

SHORT 3YNOPY

In a retro-futuristic, tropical-punk twist on
Dante’s Inferno, a group of misfits converges
at Babel, a legendary dive bar that doubles as
purgatory, where La Flaca—the city’s Grim
Reaper—presides. Here, souls gamble years of
their lives with her, daring to outwit Death
Herself.
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“A group of misfits converges at Babel, a legendary dive bar that doubles as purgatory, where La
Flaca — the city’s Grim Reaper — presides. Here, souls gamble years of their lives with her, daring

to outwit Death herself.

Steeping us in the intoxicating brew of a tropical Colombian steampunk fever-dream, first-time
feature director Gala del Sol creates a mesmerizing, fantastical world where life and death collide
and fates turn on the roll of dice. A patchwork of vibrant characters inhabited by an alluring
ensemble cast take us on a playful ride of subversions running wild where rebellion is king.
Everyone’s personal demons are exorcised on this colorful, retro-futuristic stage as passion and

performance promise an escape from heartbreak.

Filled to the brim with lively music and queer joy, Rains Over Babel sings an ode to the resilience
and reimagination needed to heal in a world driven by societal pressure. Daring, ambitious, and

stylish, it ensures a dreamy cinematic experience.”—Ana Souza, Sundance Programmer
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“A peculiar reimagining of Dante’s Inferno as a choral queer drama. Set in an urban scene, the
action revolves around a bar where several characters have dealings with the incarnation of Death.

Psychedelic, mystical and drenched in a camp, tropical spirit!

Limbo has never been sexier than in Rains over Babel. Written and directed by Gala del Sol, this
peculiar reimagining of Dante’s Inferno is a choral queer drama. The action revolves around Babel,
a bar where several characters meet with La Flaca - the very incarnation of Death - with whom
souls can gamble years of their lives in an attempt to outwit her. That’s how we meet Dante, who
tries to unravel the secrets of his past before his contract with La Flaca expires; Monet, rushing to
reclaim his body before it decomposes; Timbi and Uma, fighting to save beloved family members;

and Jacob, experiencing an inner battle while preparing for his first drag performance.

Funny, eccentric, romantic, and with huge doses of mysticism and myth, Rains over Babel
incorporates a diverse cast of characters with fluid gender identities facing everyday problems:
love, intolerance, betrayal, meaning, salvation. This mystery of haunted memories, forking paths
and intertwined destinies is enveloped in magical realism (take close note of that speaking
salamander!), underground punk aesthetics (the production design is spectacular), and goofy

visual experimentation.”

- Cristina Alvarez Lopez, IFFR Programmer
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Director/Writer/Producer/Editor

Gala del Sol is a Spanish-Colombian director, screenwriter
and producer born in 1996, whose stories revolve around
fantastic realism and have a punk aesthetic with a tropical
twist. She was a finalist for the Student Academy Awards with
her short film Transient Passengers (2018), her thesis from
Chapman University. Rains Over Babel (2025) is her debut
feature film, set to have its World Premiere at Sundance 2025
in the NEXT category and its International Premiere at the
International Film Festival of Rotterdam in the Bright Future
section. She’s currently developing her next two features,
Moonchild and Ascension.
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PRODUCER

Natalia Rendon Rodriguez is a Colombian producer with a
portfolio spanning feature films, documentaries, and
television shows screened at major international festivals,
Natalia led the production of Rains Over Babel in her home
town Cali. Currently she leads international productions in
Colombia and Mexico, leveraging government incentives to
offer cost-effective solutions for high-impact projects.
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Isabela Hermida is a Spanish-Colombian producer and
screenwriter. At 15, the short film she wrote, Transient
Passengers, was nominated for the 2018 Student Academy
Awards, and at 22, the first feature film she produced is
premiering at Sundance 2025 in the NEXT category (World
Premiere) and at the International Film Festival of Rotterdam
in the Bright Future section (European Premiere). She’s
currently developing her next two features, Moonchild and
Ascension.




PRESS KIT

PRODUGEH'S

Producer

Andrés Hermida (SCAD, ‘24) is a filmmaker with a focus
on magical realism and social commentary. He is known
for projects like Broken Memories, which explores themes
of grief, masculinity, and redemption amidst the backdrop
of social disparity and the 2021 Colombian protests. He
has also given a TEDx talk titled Magical Realism:
Embracing the Absurdity of Latin America, which explores
the cultural roots of magical realism in Latin American
history and its re-appropriation by Latin artists.
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Cinematographer

Sten Tadashi Olson was born in Seattle, Washington, where
he developed his passion for filmmaking. He moved to
California to study Cinematography at Chapman University. As
a student, he was nominated for the ASC Heritage Award for
his work on the short film Darkstar. He currently resides in Los
Angeles, working as a cinematographer on feature films,

music videos, and commercials.
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Editor

Hadley Hillel grew up in Seattle, Washington, and is now
based in Los Angeles. A graduate of Dodge College of Film
and Media Arts, Hadley has edited over 20 short films that
have been showcased at 55 national and international film
festivals, earning more than 40 jury and audience awards. He
received a Student Emmy for “Drama Direction” at the 2017
College Television Awards, as well as a nomination for Best

Drama Series at the 2019 College Television Awards.
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Editor

Gerry Vazquez is an award-winning Sound Designer based in
Los Angeles. He specializes in sound effects editing and
supervision for feature films and TV. His focus on storytelling
and his fascination with how sound can complement, shape,
and enhance the emotional impact of a story drive his
creative approach and passion for sound design. He is an
active member of IATSE Local 700 (Motion Picture Editors
Guild) and the Motion Picture Sound Editors (MPSE).




"Llueve sobre Babel" (Rains Over Babel) is a love letter to the city
that shaped me— Set in a retro-futuristic, tropical-punk world, the
film captures the collision of rebellion and nostalgia in Latin
America’s concrete jungle, infused with the spirit of 90s punk. It
re-imagines Cali, Colombia as the City of Maya, or Purgatory itself,
and invites audiences to reflect on the beauty and pain of growth,
survival, and self-discovery in a place full of contradictions.

Conceived during the pandemic, the film is built on a collaboration
with young actors who shaped their characters from two guiding
questions: What role had they always wanted to play? And what
role could heal something personal within them? | feel this deeply
personal process infused the film with a raw emotional energy that
drives the narrative forward.

At its core, "Llueve sobre Babel" explores themes of identity,
resilience, and love. It’s a story about navigating the raw
intersections of passion, fear, and heartbreak while confronting
societal pressures on spirituality, religion and death—especially as
faced by LGTBIQ+ youth in Latin America.

By blending magical realism with gritty realism, the film becomes
a visual and emotional journey, where fantasy and everyday life
merge. This stylistic fusion, combined with an exploration of
music, poetry, and social resistance, creates a world that is as
vibrant and chaotic as the experiences it portrays.
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Rains Over Babel is a bold and visually arresting debut feature
from Spanish-Colombian filmmaker Gala del Sol, a rising voice
in magical realism.

The film is a vibrant representation of Colombia’s youth,
combining magical realism with gritty modernity. It showcases
visually striking sets, an ensemble narrative, bold costuming,
and a genre-defying soundtrack that combines salsa, trap,
Balkan music, and flamenco. The story resonates with
universal themes of loss, identity and redemption while
celebrating Latin American mythos.

Sound design for Rains Over Babel was done at the iconic Kim
Novak theater (The Passion of Christ, Spiderverse) at Sony
Pictures Studios, Culver City, Los Angeles.
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Director/Writer

GALA DEL SOL

Producers

H.A HERMIDA

ANDRES HERMIDA

ANA CRISTINA GUTIERREZ
NATALIA RENDON RODRIGUEZ
ISABELA HERMIDA

GALA DEL SOL

Executive Producers
H.A HERMIDA

J.C BUENO

GUSTAVO PAZMIN
Production Companies
GALA DEL SOL FILMS
FABRICA MUNDI LLC
Associate Producers
JOSE VARON

FELIPE AGUILAR RODRIGUEZ
CELINA BIURRUN

First Assistant Director

ANDRES OROZCO

Cinematographer
STEN TADASHI OLSON
Art Director

JAIME LUNA

Editors

GALA DEL SOL
HADLEY HILLEL
Sound

GERRY VAZQUEZ, MPSE
JAMES PARNELL
Costume Designer
FELIPE GIRALDO
Composer

MARTIN DE LIMA

RAINS OVER BABEL
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GENRE SUBCATEGORIES TOTAL RUNNING TIME
Drama, Queer, Dark 111 minutes
Comedy, Fantasy

PRODUCTION COMPANY PRODUCTION COUNTRIES SHOOTING FORMAT ASPECT RATIO

Gala del Sol Films Colombia, United States, Digital, ARRI Alexa Mini 16:9

Fabrica Mundi Spain

AUDIO FORMATS LENGTH ORIGINAL LANGUAGE ORIGINAL NAME

Atmos, 7.1, 5.1, Stereo Feature-length Spanish LLUEVE SOBRE BABEL
EXHIBITION FORMATS POST-PRODUCTION FACILITY SUBTITLES ENGLISH NAME

Digital Projection (DCP) Sony Pictures Studios, English RAINS OVER BABEL

Culver City, Los Angeles



Llueve sobre Babel’s soundtrack is a pivotal element of the film, as the story is heavily driven by its musicality.
Leading the score is Martin De Lima, who composed all the original music. A Berklee College of Music alumnus, De
Lima translated the director’s ideas into a unique blend of Salsa Calena, Balkan music, and flamenco.

At the heart of the soundtrack is La Mambanegra (The Black Mamba), a powerhouse Latin orchestra central to the
film’s narrative. Renowned for their fusion of 70s New York salsa with elements of Jamaican music, funk, and hip-hop,
La Mambanegra draws inspiration from the mythical hero El Callegiieso. The band’s music has profoundly shaped the
film’s creative vision, and Jacobo Vélez, the bandleader, plays a cameo on the film as well.

The soundtrack also features contributions from Orquesta Calibre, led by brothers Froyber and Freyman Maya. Their
exceptional music enriches the film, and they generously provided their studio for recording most of the ADR.
Additionally, Juancho Lopez, a member of the legendary Colombian psychedelic rock band Los Yetis, and Lucho Estela,
son of the band’s lead singer Juan Nicolas Estela, lent their support to the project. The iconic Los Yetis track “Me
siento loco,” a defining piece of Colombia’s 1960s rock scene, bookends the film.

For the flamenco bar scene, the soundtrack includes a song from the musical La Leyenda de la Salamandra, a
production in which actor Kiko Rathore, who plays El Gitano in Rains Over Babel, once performed. The inclusion of this
piece was made possible by the late composer’s widow, who offered it in his memory. The composer is said to have
been the only gitano whose name is on the moon (he worked for NASA and graffitied his name on a piece of a

rocket).

Other highlights of the soundtrack include two dark techno tracks that underscore the Sadomasochistic Shadows
scenes at My Petite Pony, contributions from Celina Biurrun, who plays the character of Uma in the film. The drag
dance scene of House of Experiment is brought to life by “Prieta,” a track by rising trap artist Lil Keren and her
producer Crabeats, both hailing from the director’s hometown.
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“Its natural audience includes
those who love world-building,
fantasy, magical realism, and
camp. Created by a

passionate team of 20 to 28-
year-olds, we asked ourselves

one simple question: What's
the kind of movie we’d love to
watch? This film is our answer
—a labor of love into which
we’ve poured our hearts.”

- Gala del Sol
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Instagram:

Film’s: @lluevesobrebabel
Director’s: @galadelsol
Production Companies:
@galadelsolfilms @fabrica.mundi
TikTok:

Film’s: @lluevesobrebabel
Director’s: @galadelsol
Facebook: Llueve sobre Babel
Twitter: @RainsOverBabel

YouTube: @lluevesobrebabel
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